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PRESS RELEASE

The first visit to Romania of HRH CROWN PRINCE HAAKON OF NORWAY as UNDP Goodwill ambassador

7th of December 2009, 18:00
Aula of the “Carol I” Central University Library Bucharest 

(Calea Victoriei 88, Corp Fundaţie)

Following an invitation from the Political Science Department of the University of Bucharest, through its ProRISE program and with the support of the European Commission and of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), His Royal Highness Crown Prince Haakon of Norway will offer a keynote lecture on "Dignity in development: Our common responsibility to reach the Millennium Development Goals".

The event is one in the series of the “Kapuscinski Lectures” to be taking place in all of the EU new member states.  The lecture series offers students, NGOs, businesses and governments an unprecedented opportunity to learn and discuss development and issues related to development cooperation. These 12 countries have recently become mature donors supporting poorer nations. Their combined development assistance should reach 1 billion EUR in 2010.
The keynote lecture will be complemented by interventions from Mr. Jan Sørensen, UN Resident Coordinator, UNDP Resident Representative, Mr. Niculae Idu, Head of the European Commission Representation in Romania, Mr. Doru Costea, State Secretary on Global Affairs, Romanian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Prof. Iulia Motoc, SJD, PhD, International Law Chair, Political Science Department of the University of Bucharest, member of the United Nations Human Rights Committee, and Ms. Luciana Alexandra Ghica, PhD, University Lecturer, coordinator of the ProRISE program of the Political Science Department of the University of Bucharest. Mr. Jan Szczycinski, ODA Communications Specialist, UNDP Bratislava Regional Centre, will moderate the discussions with the audience, which is composed of government representatives, students and academics, civil society, private enterprises, embassies, as well as press.
At the end of the event, from 20:10 to 20:20, His Royal Highness Crown Prince Haakon of Norway will answer questions exclusively from the press.
HRH Crown Prince Haakon of Norway, a graduate of the University of California in Berkley and the London School of Economics (from which he holds an MA in international development), is UNDP Goodwill Ambassador since 2003. His participation to this event is his first visit to Romania.

The lectures honor the name of Ryszard Kapuscinski (1937-2007), a Polish journalist and writer worldwide known for his war reporting and books describing developing countries on all continents. Kapuscinski, whose books were translated into many languages, was often named the “Third World Chronicler” or the “Voice of the Poor”. Some of the following books brought him global celebrity: The Emperor of Ethiopia, Shah of Shahs about Iran, The Shadow of the Sun about Africa, Another Day of Life about Angola, and Imperium about the Soviet Union.

Due to security and logistics reasons, access will be allowed on the premises only until 17:45. In order to avoid potential queues and delays, we kindly ask you to arrive at 17:30 at the latest.

Contact: Denisa Jacobsen, UNDP Romania, +40 733 00 32 98, denisa.jacobsen@undp.org
The project is funded by the European Commission and implemented by the United Nations Development Programme.
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